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Correspondence from Germany
(From Mathias Hanschke)

Station. 107, Spremberg. September 21,
1911

Esteemed Volksblatt!

First, please tell my dear friend,
Gottlieb Jento in far off Texas that his
brother Heinrich died in October 19009.

On September 16, 17 and 18, there
was an exhibition of fruit and vegetables in
the business place. The best apples, pears
and prunes were on display. Among the
vegetables, there were different kinds of
carrots, white cabbage, red cabbage, beans
peas, pumpkins, pickles, etc. all splendid
samples. The main purpose of the
Exhibition was to demonstrate the
effectiveness of using artificial fertilizer
and of its value, since many of our farmers
do not use it, and to show how artificial
fertilized land produces such large
potatoes, although they may not taste as
good as those raised on barn manure
fertilized fields. Still, 1 will let the
Spremberg Anzeiger of September 16
report about this always interesting
Exhibition as follows: This morning at
11:00 o’clock, the Garden Society of
Spremberg and Vicinity arranged
Exhibition was opened attended by the
Spitzender rural and city authorities, as
well as numerous district members and
city officials and many women and
children from our town and the nearby
vicinity. After the prelude on the hymn
“Praise to the Lord” was played by the city
band, Professor Karge stepped up on the
beautifully decorated stage as the
representative of the Honorable Chairman,
the (Landrat) Dr. Wilkins, to declare the
Exhibition to be officially opened. The
speaker first thanked the (Landrat) for
letting him take over, and then reviewed
the exhibitions of several years ago, which,
in hindsight, was attended by such a small
number of members of the Society, so that
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it could not have been nearly as successful
as the one today. The Society in the
meantime has not rested in widening the
principles of the Society for a larger circle
of interest in fruit and garden growing to
become a reality. This is the best reason
for this so richly endowed Exhibition. The
exhibitors showed, that, despite the
unfavorable weather, that the sandy soil
was to be able to grow fruit that could
stand up to any competition. But the high
goals of the garden growers could only be
achieved because our Kaiser Wilhelm I1
had kept the peace with his strong hand
and brought the ship of state safely
through the present crisis. Three times
“Hurrahs” were made for His Majesty,
ringing out during the speech of Professor
Karge, in which those present joined in a
spirited way, and the band, at the end,
played the song, “Hail to You the Victor”.
In addition, Mr. Karge, in his capacity, as
the second chairman of the Fruit and
Garden Society, thanked all who had
contributed to the success of the Exhibition
and asked the attendees to give them a
round of applause. The way the
decorations and the other were laid
out for display in a special way, in the true
sense of the word, invited one to taste the
fruit and the vegetables. (Parts of the next
sentence were not readable) of the
Freeland Gardeners, and such other
products closely associated with the
gardeners, assured the visitors that here,
with their united efforts, a project had been
created that would bring honor to the
established Society, and was worth for the
public to visit. So, we hope that, on this
evening and on Sunday and Monday, that
all friends of the Fruit and Garden
Growers of the Society would give a
contribution, and that each one would
leave the Exhibition well stratified.

The Railroader

Translated by Ed Bernthal
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